
   From the Heart of the Pastor 
   
            
 The principles and patterns of complementarity are revealed in the New Covenant with more clarity and theological 
depth than they are portrayed in the old. In this superior covenant, marriage is explicitly depicted as a symbol of Christ’s 
relationship with his church. This latter relationship is the archetype which sets the tone for its human counterpart. To 
this end, the apostle Paul, in developing the principle of submission (from complementarity) that he outlined in Eph 
5:21, instructs the church that wives are to submit “to their own husbands, as to the Lord.” v. 22. That is to say, the wife’s 
voluntary submission to and joyful acceptance of her husband’s divinely appointed leadership role in the home are to be 
conducted with the same faithfulness, reverence and solemnity as if she were submitting to the Lord. The next verses 
adduce the reason: “For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is 
himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.”  
vv. 23-24.   
 From these verses we can clearly discern that the New Testament teaches that marriage has an unambiguously 
redemptive context. The model of leadership required of the husband is the substitutionary atoning sacrifice of Christ for 
his church. As Christ selflessly loves his church and died in her place and on her behalf, Jn 10:11-15; 15:13; 1 Jn 3:16; cf. Jn  
3:16; Acts 20:28; etc.; as he is completely committed to her well-being and thoroughly devoted to her sanctification, vv. 
26-27; as he is totally concerned for her welfare, v. 29, in like manner are husbands to love – this means putting their 
interests, needs and even pleasures before their own – their wives. The intensely intimate spiritual union between Christ 
and his church is the irreplaceable model for the relationship between the husband and wife.  The New Testament 
abounds with liberal evidence of Christ’s relationship with the church; he is clearly described as her head. In addition to 
the texts cited above, please see Eph 1:22; 4:15; Col 1:18; etc.   
 The loving, intimate union of Christ and his church is also brought out in the New Testament’s description of them 
as bridegroom and bride, respectively. Christ is the bridegroom: whose wedding guests are to rejoice, not to mourn or 
fast, in his presence, Mt 9:15; whose bridesmaids are to await his coming with faithful and diligent preparation, Mt 
25:1-13; whose friend rejoices at the sound of his voice, Jn 3:29. This bridegroom has a beautiful, radiant and spotless 
bride and their marital union attains its consummate bliss in the Wedding Supper of the Lamb in heaven where the voice 
of a great multitude cries out: “"Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give 
him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe 
herself with fine linen, bright and pure"-- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.” Rev 19:7-8. 
 In the eschaton, the fullness of the relationship between Christ and his church is intensified by the addition of the 
metaphor of the holy city to that of bride. Thus the aged apostle, John, has the vision of “.. the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” It is “.. the dwelling place of God 
[that] is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.”  
21:2-3. This city is none other than “..the Bride, the wife of the Lamb… the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.” vv. 9-11.  
What kind of children is required by God of these relationships? What are the characteristics of the offspring produced 
by these unions? We will attempt to answer these questions at our next meeting, God willing. 
  
 
 
 
 
  

 

 



 
 


